September 14, 1958

Nr. Edwin E. Rilay
Birector

Postal Servicas Dlvision
Bureau of Oparations
Post Office Department
Washlngton 25, D.C.

Dear Nr. RAliey:

The office of the Surgeon General has directod my attention to a proposad
rule of the Post Offlce Department which might have the effect of permitting
excluslon from air mails of atiolcgical agents. While It Is possible to undare
stand the faars which might arouse the alr 1ine companies to wish to exclude
these matarials from their shipmants, a sobsr evaluation of the influenca of
such 3 ruling will | think show that It will have a grave effact on the further
progress of medical research In thils country. The rapid interchangs of diag-
nostic spacimens is an absolute necessity in the efficient and prompt Investi-
gation of disease outbreaks and a necessary element in the contlnued cooperatlion
of research sclentlsts throughout the country. DOr. Portefield, the acting
Surgeon General, has in my opinlon statad very well the cogent arguments
ascainst a situation that would allow such & prohibition and { can hardly add to
their content. 1§ can say that this Is a matter which all of my colleagues In
modical research will feel strongly about as it may have the most deleterlous

affscts.

Yours sincarsly,

Jashua Laderbarg

Chal rman, Department of Madical Genetlcs
JLijp

P.S. If the effect of the present proposals is to redirect attention to necessary
safety precautions in the transmittal of such material, they may In the long run
have a beneficial effect. Personally, | have felt for & long time that glass
containers suhject to breakage were a singularly Inappropriate method of shipping
dangerous specimens, notwithstanding the possibility of wrapping them In metal
containers. It is falr to say, | think, that manufacturers In this country

have not taken advantage of modern materials and techniques that might lead to

an easy solution to this problem. For some time | have been urging that shipoing
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containers for example test tubes and small bottles, appropriate for the trans-
portation of such specimens should be manufactursd In an unbreakable plastic
material such as nylon. This would have the advantage of being sterillizable

in the autoclave as readily as glass. A limited range of laboratory ware Is
now avallable In polyethylene and polypropelene, especially by the Nalge
Company, and these {tems mlght be useful for ths indicated purposes. However

. they are not entlrely satisfactory, nor as satisfactory as nylon would be, in
"my opinion, owing to the wall thickness and 1imlted transparency of that plastic.

] have tried to Interest some manufacturers in producing the Items In nylong, to
match what British firmms have done In nylon syringes, but have not been succassful
owing to the lnapparenca of an adequate markst. | wonder if the Public Health
Service might not help to serve a useful function In the direction of standardi-
zing the requirements for shipment of dangerous materials In a container of a

sul table material in such a fashion as to create the necessary market for such

items. Concaivably it might also help function as an intermediary In persuadlng
various manufacturers to undertake this program.

The material In this postscript was not included In the original letter to
Mr. Riley for obvious reasons.

Yours sincerely,

Joshua Lederberg
Chai rman, Department of Medical Genetics
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